

ADOPTED 10/27/15


Introduced by Council Member R. Brown & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Carter & Dennis:
RESOLUTION 2015-711-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JOAN TURNER FOR 24 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; AND RECOGNIZES YOUR ACHIEVEMENT AS THE SENIORS “ANGEL OF MERCY”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Joan Turner is a city employee and community personality that is well respected by her peers, the community, the senior citizens and their caregivers. She advocates and mobilizes social and financial support on behalf of the low-income aging-population through the Independent Living Program with the Senior Services Division, City of Jacksonville Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department for the past 24 years; and


WHEREAS, Joan Turner is a task-oriented Christian lady who lets nothing keep her from helping those in need, especially her senior citizens. She has been commended for her distinguished and passionate work with seniors along with her consistent involvement with the Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon. Mrs. Turner has served as the volunteer coordinator, for the past 28 years, and rallies broad-based support of the luncheon from the community to benefit low-income senior citizens in long-term care settings. She has received various awards and recognitions including The Northeast Florida Professional Caregiver of the Year Award by Elder Source - The Northeast Florida Aging on Aging in November of 2011;  a Legend in the Field of Community Services by the Gospel Legends Award of Northeast Florida in 2012; 1st Place in Innovative Programs and Collaborations by the Non-Profit Center, Inc. of Jacksonville, and The Points of Excellence Award from the Northwest Behavioral Health Services, Inc., in 2013; and


WHEREAS, the past 19 years, Joan Turner has hosted “Senior Rapline” on Radio station WCGL- AM 1360 dedicated to providing senior citizens valuable information on services that could meet their needs. She is an alumnus of the University of North Florida; University of Florida; Dowling College in Oakdale, New York; and the O.M. Kelly Seminary and Training Institute in New York City, New York. Ms. Turner achieved high honors throughout her academic career with Dean’s List; State of Florida’s Delores A. Auxene Fellow; Who’s Who among College and University Students; University of North Florida Outstanding Student along with numerous other awards and certificates from various governmental, community and faith-based organizations. Additionally, Mrs. Turner has received numerous coveted awards including the prestigious L.I. Alexander Community Services Award from the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce-Northwest Council; the acclaimed NAACP Sallye B. Mathis Community Services Award; the Community Service Award for Northeast Florida for giving of her services to the Community by Onyx Magazine (Orlando, Florida); Team Leadership Award by the City of Jacksonville; Outstanding Leadership and Community Service Award by the Senior Life Foundation, Inc.; and a Proclamation from the Jacksonville City Council by Councilman Reginald Brown, District 10.; and


WHEREAS, Joan Turner’s visibility in the community surpasses her work with seniors with holding memberships and positions in several community and state organizations such as the Florida Council on Aging and the Senior Life Foundation in Jacksonville. As an active member of Open Arms Christian Fellowship, she is the leader of the Senior Ministry. In giving so much to others, Joan Turner has given 50 enjoyable years of marriage to her loving husband Aaron. She is a mother of four children, 18 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Rev. Leonard Dantzler, Chairman of the Independent Living Program Advisory Council states, “Joan is a dedicated servant of God who has touched the lives of many people”; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors Mrs. Joan Turner for her dedication and compassion bestowed upon those she serves; and applauds her recognition as an “Angel of Mercy”.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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